Lesson Plan Designed by: Allan Oney 

IDAHO magazine article: April 2005; "Vietnam Reflections,” by David Rauzi.

STANDARD: 9-12.USH2.5.1.2-3

1) Explain common reasons and consequences for the breakdown of order among nation-states, such as conflicts about national interests, ethnicity, and religion; competition for resources and territory; the absence of effective means to enforce international law.

2) Explain the global consequences of major conflicts in the 20th Century, such as World War I; World War II, including the holocaust, and the Cold War.

THEME: Why we serve: Vietnam

DURATION: Two Days

SKILL: 1) Analyze


  2) Compare/Contrast


  3) Group Work


  4) List


  5) Discuss

GAINING ATTENTION: Students will participate in a short class discussion about the merits of serving one’s country.  Why or why not?

INFORMING THE LEARNER: 

1) Students will be able to discuss through a whole class discussion their opinions on what it means to serve one’s country and on how important it is to them.

2) Students will be able to individually read the Idaho Magazine article Vietnam Reflections, identify who the former Idaho National Guard members are that have been interviewed by the magazine, and then form into groups to compare/contrast the reasons given by the respondents in the article for serving in the National Guard during the Vietnam War, and then each group will also compare/contrast how each guard member felt in regards to the support they felt that the received from their community as well as their country.

3) Students will be able to complete a take home assignment requiring them to interview their parents about any family members who served during the Vietnam War, and specifically their parents’ opinions on the importance of serving one’s country. 

STIMULATING RECALL: Students will be able to divide into pairs and list all major wars that this nation has been involved in.  Students will be able to share their listings with the teacher as it is written on the whiteboard for other students to write down as well.

PRESENTING THE MATERIAL: Students will be able to divide into groups of three, read the Idaho Magazine article Vietnam Reflections, list the names of the different Idaho National Guard soldiers who served during the Vietnam War along with where they are from, and then compare/contrast the soldiers’ feelings concerning national support for those who served in Vietnam and their reasons for wanting to serve their country.  Students will be able to share their findings with the whole class with the results being listed on the whiteboard.

ASSESSING THE BEHAVIOR: 

1) Students will be assessed on their participation during class discussion

2) Students will be assessed on group participation

3) Students will be assessed on completion of group compare/contrast sheet

CLOSURE: Students will be given an assignment to go home and ask their parents to help them list how many family members have served in the military, especially those who served during Vietnam.  Students will then interview their parents and right down their parents’ opinions concerning what they feel about those people who served in their country’s armed forces and to gauge what their parents remember about the Vietnam War. 

